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BENGALI. 


| Monthly. 
« Bharat Shramjibi’’ 
‘“‘ Rajshahye Sambad”’ 
“ Grambarté Prakéshika” 
“ Arya Pratibha” 


Bi-monthly. 
“ Culna Prakash” ‘9 


| Weekly. 
‘‘ Banga Hitaishi”’ aa 
‘‘ Bishwa Dat” 
‘¢ Bharat Mihir”’ a 
‘‘ Bharat Sangskarak”’ 
‘¢ Bengal Advertiser”’ 
‘¢ Dacca Prakash”’ nae 
‘‘ Education Gazette”... 
‘‘ Moorshedabad Pratinidhi” 
‘* Pratikaér”’ are 
‘¢ Grambarté Prak4shika”’ 
‘‘Sambad Bhaskar’”’ 
‘¢ Sulabha Samachar” 
‘‘ Sadharani” 
‘¢ Hindu Hitaishini”’ 
‘ Soma Prakash” 
‘‘Sahachar”’ — one 
‘ Hindu Ranjika”’ pe 
‘‘Rungpore Dik Prakash” 
‘Burdwan Pracharik&”’ 

Bi-weekly. 
‘‘ Banga Mittra” si 
Daily. 


‘‘ Sambad Prabhakar 


‘‘ Samachar Chandrikaé”’ 
‘‘ Banga Vidya Prakdshiké’’ 
** Arya Mihir” ‘cin 


ENGLISH AND BENGALI. 


Weekly. 
‘* Amrita Bazar Patrik&”’,.. 
* Howrah Hitakari”’ ne 
‘* Moorshedabad Patrik&”’ 


ENGLISH aNnp Usrv. 


“Urdu Guide” me 
Urvv. 
Bi-monthly. 
“ Akhbar-ul-Akhiar” 


Hinpt. 


Weekly. 
‘‘ Behar Bandhu”’ i 


PERSIAN. 
* Jam-Jahén-numa ” 


——e 


‘“‘ Sambad Pirnachandrodaya . 


“Burrisal Bartabaha” ... ... 


Barahanagar 


Rajshahye 
... | Comercolly 
. | Bhowanipore 


. | Culna 


... | Bhowanipore 
... | Téaligunj, Calcytta 
... | Mymensing 

. | Calcutta 


Ditto 


.. | Dacca 
... | Hooghly 
. | Berhampore 


Ditto 


is Comercolly 
. | Caleutta 


Ditto 


... | Chinsurah 
... | Dacca 

... | Bhowanipore 
... | Calcutta 
... | Bauleah, Rajshahye , 
.. | Kakinia, Rungpore ... 
. | Burdwan 


.». | Calcutta 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


.. | Bethar, Howrah 
. | Berhampore 
. | Burrisal 


. | Calcutta 


Mozufferpore 


. | Bankipore, Patna 


. | Calcutta 


—_—— 


16th January 1878. 


23rd 
17th 
14th 


13th 
18th 
18th 
18th 


| 19th 
| 19th 


13th ditto. 

12th and 19th January 1878. 
2lst January 1878. 

14th ditto. 

16th _ ditto. 

10th _ ditto. 


17th and 22nd January 1878. 


21st to 25th ditto. 


116th and 19th = ditto. 


17th January 1878. 
20th ditto. 
18th _ ditto. 


19th ditto. 
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Amita Bazar 
PaTRIKA, 


January 17th, 1878. 


Urpvu Goipr, 
January 19th, 1878. 


BuaRaT 
SANGSKARAK, 


January 14th, 1878. 
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PoLITIcCAL. # 


The Amrita Bazar Patrikd, of the 17th January, has an article headed 
‘What has England to fear?” After refer. 
ring to the critical position of Turkey, and the 
loss of England’s prestige with the Powers of Europe, for the attitude she has 
been compelled to assume in the present war, owing to the prevalence 
of divided counsels among her people, this paper dwells with regret upon 
the distrust with which natives of India are regarded by the British Govern- 
ment. Although naturally a warlike people, Government has not the 
courage to give them admission into the army; and rather than come to 
the rescue of Turkey with their aid, and thus retrieve its lost honor, England 
prefers being ridiculed by the Continental Powers. | 
9. An anonymous correspondent writing to the Urdu Guide from Sy]l- 
het, under date the 14th instant, says that 
jpComsternation among the Mahome- most of the people of the place, after hearing 
aie ie of the defeat of the Turks at Plevna, are pre- 
paring to leave country and friends. They feel positive that Constantinople 
will fall into the hands of the Christians ; and (God forbid it) the Sultan will 
be killed ; Mehdi will appear in the last times ; and therefore it is proper for 
them to sell their property and convert it into cash, with a view to be 
prepared for flight and save their lives. These opinions are shared in, by 
even the learned ofthe place. Se all this as it may, this defeat of the 
Turks has broken the hearts of the Mussulmans in general. The editor of 
the Urdu Guide is asked by the correspondent to write something in his paper 
to appease these Mussulmans and divest their hearts of such perverse thoughts. 
The prospects of the rice crops seem to be bad in consequence of serious 
injury to a large quantity, by the late heavy rains. 


Pusiic ADMINISTRATION. 


3. The Bharat Sangskarak, of the 14th January, makes the follow- 


7 ing remarks upon the subject of a License 
— Tax :—‘ We observe from the speech of 
Mr. Mackenzie, and the reasoning he has adopted, that the Government of 


India will not allow the local Government to make any retrenchments, and 
has allotted only a small amount for the purpose of provincial expenditure ; 
so that, under the circumstances, the imposition of a new tax is inevitable. 
There is, however, considerable restriction as to the form of the tax. 
Neither a tax on income, which is prohibited, nor any other, which may 
affect the imperial revenues, is allowable. Salt must not be touched; while 
a duty on succession may not be admitted. Hence a license tax on dealings 
trades is almost the only one feasible. We are gratified to notice that 
Government has not laid further burdens upon land. That arts and 
trades have made much progress cannot be denied; and as they have not 
hitherto paid anything to the Imperial exchequer, it is not unfair to tax them 
now. ‘This, however, is but an indirect form of an income tax, for it will 


be assessed on incomes only; the difference between the two being that, 


in the present instance, the large income of the hi r 


ghly-paid European 
officers will not be touched. The Collector being empowered to pao 


the tax, end there being no appeal from his action, considerable oppor- 
tunity will be given for the practice of oppression. It is rather 
amusing to find that the municipalities and Punchayets will be held 
responsible for the realization of the tax. Although, to minimize the 
chances of oppression, the lowest rate of the tax has been fixed at Rs. 2 
per cent., still it is not likely that the poor tradesmen and artizans will, 
on that account, be altogether free. This tax, however, imposed to 


The position of England. 


ee LhClUlOe UCU OT lOO eee 


( 3 ) 
meet a contingency, should be temporary, and shonld be levied only from 
persons possessing large incomes. The observations made in the Legisla- 
tive Council, in this connection, by the Hon’ble Kristo Das Pal, are exceed- 
ingly important and should receive due consideration. 

"4. In an article headed “ the new Order instituted on the lst day of 

January, the same paper expressess views 
identical with those noticed in paragraph 16 

of our last Report. 

5. ‘The same paper contains an editorial, headed ‘* Whois responsible 

for this waste of public funds?” in which is 

How the road cess funds are described the irresponsible and reckless manner 

cen | in which the road cess funds, raised by 

sucking dry the life-blood of the people, are expended by the authorities. 

The writer illustrates his remarks by taking the case of a costly dredging 

machine imported from England by the District Road Cess Committee of 
Dacca, which, notwithstanding many repairs, is yet unfit for use. 

6. We make the following extracts from an article in the Sahachar, of 
the 14th January :—There is no necessity for 
the imposition of a new tax for the purpose of 
meeting the cost of famines. We have repeatedly said, that the establish- 
ment of a district fund, or the imposition of a special tax, is not the true 
means of preventing the recurrence of this calamity. It is simply a want 
of foresight to ask people to pay taxes, for the purpose of providing means 
to bestow alms, when distress may come. On this reasoning, Government 
may ask the people to pay every farthing of what they earn to the public 
treasury, on condition that it will bear all their expenses; and is not a tax 
for the prevention of famines much of the same nature? The native 
princes know perfectly well how to save their subjects alive during a period 
of distress, without adopting such an expedient. It is a fact that, on the 
outbreak of a famine, the people emigrate into the territories of native 
chiefs. Does not this show something radically wrong in the British 
administration? However that might be, we do not admit that fresh 
taxation is necessary, even if a distinct Famine Insurance Fund be so; and in 
this opinion we are at one with the whole people of India, who believe that 
if the British Government be but just, no increase of taxation would be 
necessary. Will our readers believe that, in spite of our poverty, the Home 
Government has, within the last three years, increased the army charges 
by one crore of rupees? In these circumstances increase of taxation 
aay indeed afford temporary relief, but not any permanent aid to the 

nances.”’ | 

7. We take the following from the same paper on the subject of a 

Nenana License Tax :—Like all other taxes, this also is 
about to be imposed, soas to leave untouched 

the pockets of the European merchants. Under the British Government the 
trading community have derived much profit, yet do they not contribute to 
the necessities of the public exchequer. But is this true of every dealer or 
trader? Certainly the petty shop-keepers or the dealers in vegetables in the 


The Order of the Crown. 


A license tax. 


mofussil do not come under the description. Most of the petty dealers in 


the interior of the country are agriculturists ; and it is only those who carry 
on their dealings in ports and cities that do not pay any tax. Although 
they are in the enjoyment of large incomes, still they will have to pay not 
more than Rs. 200 annually, while the petty dealer at a country market will 
be assessed at Rs. 10. What difference has Government made, as regards 
the tax, between a wealthy mercantile house in the city and a poor dealer in 
the country? There should be appeals allowed from the decision of the 


Buarat 
SaANGSKARAK, 


January 14th, 1878. 


BHARAT 
SaANGSKARAK. 


SaAHACHAR, 
January 14th, 1878. 


SAHACHAR, 


SAHACHAR, 
January 14th, 1878. 


Hispv HitaisHIn1, 
January 12th, 1878. 


Buagat Mrutr, 
January 17th, 1878. 
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assessing officer. Considerable oppression will follow, if the municipalities 
are none. sane to colleet the tax. What are the sub-deputies about? The 
editor then describes how, when the income tax was in force, a European 
assessor in Calcutta disposed of the petitions for an abatement of the tax. 
“ All the 4alus (oil-men) in the town were assessed. The Sahib cal!ls— 


Haranath Sadhkhan. | 
Haranath.—Khodabund! Here am I. 
Assessor.—How many oil machines? 
Haranath.—Ten. 
Assessor.—There will be no reduction. 
The second person is called. 
Pelaram Sadhkhan. 
Pelaram.—Khodabund! Here am I. 
- Assessor.—How many oil machines ? 
Pelaram.—Three. 
Assessor.—There will be no reduction. 
The third person is called. 
Ram Bullabh Sadhkhan. 
Ram Bullubh.—Khodabund! Here am I. 
- Assessor —How many oil machines? 
Ram Bullubh.—Sir, I have no oil machines, I buy oil and sell 
it. My monthly income is Rs. 6 to 7. 
Assessor.—There will be no reduction. 
The assessor had one reply for every one of the applicants. : 
8. The same paper writes an article on the State Railways, in which 
ics iin lis the strictures, recently passed by the Statesman 
e State ways. ‘ 
upon their management, are reproduced. The 
delay in their construction, and the bad quality of the work performed, are 
all attributed to the ignorance and unskilfulness of the military engineers 
entrusted with the work. 
9. The Hindu Hitaishini, of the 12th January, remarks that it can- 
not be said that the authorities are not alive 
to the importance of making reductions of 
expenditure before having recourse to any fresh scheme of taxation. But 
interested considerations intervene ; and thus it is that pleasure trips to the 
hills and hunting excursions of big officials, besides their high pay, and the 
general robbery which goes on in the Public Works Department, the Com- 
missariat and others, make it impossible to effect any retrenchments. An 
income tax ought to have been imposed ; but this was not done, as it would 
touch the pockets of Europeans. 
10. The Bharat Mihir, of the 17th January, thus writes regarding 


eneprrsiee the new tax:—We have observed before, that 


: it is not right that we should object to pay a 
fresh tax this year. But why should this be made memmaast We might 


have recognized the necessity of a permanent tax, had we been convinced 
that not a single pice of the public funds was being wastefully expended, 
or that the revenues raised by sucking dry the life-blood of the people were 
applied only for their good. Mr. Eden has truly remarked that Government 
must be held responsible to the country for every pice of public money which it 
expends. Government cannot ignore this accountability ; for, whatever its 
form, it is nothing else than the representative of the people. If this be so, 


not to speak of small items of expenditure, does G inqul 
iditure, overnment ever inquire 
how even lakhs are expended ? Considering the poverty of this country, hie 
is scarcely to be found any other Governmen 


ther {so expensive as that of India. 
As tothe license tax which is about to be imposed, the editor remarks: 


The new tax. 


Bee 


Government should not introduce a permanent tax before attempting a 
reduction of expenditure. The second objection to the measure lies in the 
inequality of its incidence. It will press heavily upon the poor ; while the 
wealthy will escape. The application of the proceeds of the tax, again, involves 
an important question. On this point it should be observed, that a provincial 
tax should be expended for the purposes of the province itself. 

ll. We take the following from an article in the Soma Prakash, of the 
21st January, headed the “ New Tax” :—Two 
points in the debate, on the new taxation bills 
at last Wednesday’s meeting of the Indian Legislative Council, have struck 
us with surprise. First, Government has pledged to make a reserve fund, 
from the proceeds of the new tax, as an insurance against famines. Now 
this would require that, before imposing a tax for this purpose, means should 
be devised whereby the recurrence of famines may be prevented. His Honor 
the Lieutenant-Governor, however, is so anxious to have the Bill passed into 
law, that he will not allow breathing time to the legislature. We do not 
understand how, before devising the means for the prevention of famines, 
the taxation Bills could be referred to a select committee. What.if the 
committee hit upon means which did not necessitate any fresh taxation ? 
It is to be regretted that the schemes of taxation, which find favour with the 
authorities, are generally those which affect the poor and avoid the wealthy. 


It behoves the rulers to impose taxes upon articles of luxury; why tax petty 
dealers and shop-keepers instead ? 


The same subject. 


EDUCATION. 


12. We extract the following paragraph from the Bhdrat Sangskarak, 
Baboo Radhika Prasanna Mookerjee. of the 14th January :— We have had repeatedly 


to regret the indifferent treatment received by 
the officers of the education department at the hands of the rulers, and their 


betaking themselves, in consequence, to more lucrative walks of life. It is, 
therefore, with great pleasure that we have heard of the appointment of Baboo 
Radhika Prasanna Mookerjee to officiate for Mr. Garrett, the Inspector of 
Schools of the Presidency Circle. While making a recognition of the worth 
of the Baboo, tie measure has also inspired with hope the other officers of the 
department ; and we should be happy to learn that such men were promoted 
to the Inspectorship. 


13. The Amrita Bazar Patrikd, of the 17th January, makes the fol- 


as Gianiiten Reiitien, lowing observations in an article entitled the 

“ Education Department”? :—We have receiv- 
ed a copy of the Resolution of the Government of Bengal, on the report of 
the Education Department for 1876-77. Mr. Eden, it seems, is labouring to 
create a new order of things ; but, not possessing the power to overstep the limits 
of the system introduced by Sir George Campbell and Sir Richard Temple, 
he will but succeed in creating across between the two. One trait, however, 
he has clearly shown in almost all his public measures, namely, a vastly 
generous feeling toward the people of Bengal in connection with the 
Public Works Cess, License Tax, and Irrigation Cess, and now in the Educa- 
tion Department. The resolution tells us that, in the year under review, 
about two lakhs of rupees were contributed by the people themselves towards 
the cost of education. There can be no doubt that the middle classes have 
had to pay this, and feel the pressure indicated by the amount. We doubt 
whether any other governor, except Mr. Eden, would have tolerated this. 
The policy, by the adoption of which Government is about to increase the 
stamp duties, has enabled it gradually to throw the cost of the Education 
Department on the people. Government is now fully convinced that they 


Soma PrRaxkasH, 
January 21st, 1878 
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January 17th, 1878. 
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Amnuita BazaR 
PaTRIKA. 


January 17th, 1878. 
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will learn English at all costs. Sir Richard Temple used means to gratify 
this irrepressible desire at a cheap cost; Mr. Eden is seeking to increase the 
income of the Education Department, and lay its cost upon the shoulders of 
the people. We, too, would have gladly borne this burden, had we not been 
saddled with heavy taxation. 

14, The same paper is grateful to Mr. Eden for the consideration he 
has shown to the claims of the subordinate 
school-masters to an increase of pay, and the 
introduction of grades. 


Subordinate Scbhool-masters. 


JOHN ROBINSON, 
BENGALI TRANSLATOR'S OFFICE, Government Bengali Translator. 
The 26th January 1878. 
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